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of beéinz wocked by.science, gov ern-
ments and the media, setious re-
soar }cr of unidentified £flying ob-
jecis ave se2ing sighg-that “UFOlogy”
may finaliy be coming out of the sei-

entific cleset” «md
spectability. PP B
TFO 1e:oardlms “attending  the
¥irst International Congress on the
UFO Phenomenon $ay that more and
more scientists, ,mdudmr' numerous
memnbers of the prestigious American
\<Lrouomlcal Somet}, are becoming
intarested, e
The fow !epiz‘cable sci’entist< who
admit to studying-UBQO - reports say
?_u”’vha"’ tad to walk't ‘tightrone be-
fween l\cepm" their- reputation as
inen of science anc}»bmnz' dlSIﬂlbae'l as
fools :
But while they ,My far away {rom
popuiar theories- likes - “little green
men from other.planets” and leave
the U0 origing -wide -open, they
malntain that there.ds increasinﬁ hard,
eviderce  of ~Tecurrent, worldwide.
events that cannot be explained con-
ventionally. The question, they say
not ‘is it wal”,_.'but how, tmoudh

gainin¥: spme re-

which diseipline— tronomv, psychol-

©Zy, physics or - §ocial’ science-—the

‘phenomenon must be examined.

“People are beginning to recognize
there are serious’ aspects tg this, that
trivial solutions like ‘metrorological
pffects™ no longer wash,” said Dr J.
Allen- ‘IJne& director.; of the Lind--

heimer astronemical | reseaxch ‘Center -

o! Northwestern University. Hynek,
who has ment nearly u()"yea*S in UFO
research,
foremost. U.S. authorities.

“The sc:entxfxc party line on Ln Os
has always been if you. can’t put it in
an equation. to-hell with it,” Hynek
sald. “But "UFOs juast haven’t gone

\vav 1t hasn’t been a'fad, On the con-
trary, veports of sightings are on the
hcrease. I¢'s a case of the 9c1entlsts
following the public” - -

Hynek and evcral o[ his col-
leagues hav heen- receiving a grow--
ing number of letters” from astrono-
raers, physicists and “engineers asking
to participate in research projects.

“They aren’t lookmtf for jobs but-
keen tp' et involved,: although they
still am that .I..don’t mention their
rames,” . said "Hynek, . who -himself -
“orly recenﬂy began admxtting at
cocktail parties th'\t I work in UFOI-

v ort, e
? Ur O‘o'usts hwe bcen m\pﬁr?g'ﬁg Foéoﬁﬁﬁéa%ﬁﬁ

real problem.”

.ened by a receat confidential strvey

amon® the: 2.611 members of the

is rvegarded as‘ong of ‘the-

rate of response is 52 per cent. In
their veplies, 53 per cent said that
TrOs are worthy of f{urther study

while 73 per cent said that they would
like ta receive documentation.

The old fear of ridicule persists,
however: Of the 1,336 scicntists re-
sponding, only two were willinZ to
waive (monymlty

The conference- "oem some 230 per-
sons from 1 nations, included many
UTFO “cultists,” that is. believers in
past and present visitors from Ome"
spacé whose mission is either to
threaten or to enlighten us earthiings.

But despiie such individual specula-
tion—“fantastic guff that muddies the
waters,” as on American engineer said
angrily—much cvidence of a worid
wide shift in attitude waz presented at
the conference.

oIn Noveraber. Spams air ministry
released previousty elassified details
of 12 recent UFO sightings by mili-
tary pilots and radar personnel.

s A former French defense minister.
2obert Galley, has urged keeping an
“open mind” about UFOs. Yrench air
force and potice, Gulley said, ave wn-
der orders to follow up on all re-
ported sightings and send samples of

affected soil or plants to the national |

center for space research,

oln the Netherlands, mHitary and
police have agreed to work closely
with scientists investigating reports.

In the United States, where a 1973

Gallup poll found that 51 per cent of
the population believes in the- UFO
phienowmernon, researchers complain
that the government is decidedly up-
cooperatwo Some cven denounced a
deliberate “coverup.”

William Spaulclm;’, director of a re-

search organization called Ground
Saucer Watch, charged: “While the
Ceniral Intellizence Agency says it

has not worked on UFOs since 1933,

“we have evidence that all four CIA di-

rectorates have collected, analyzed
and suppreSSed UFO data in 21 Amer-
jcan cities.”

The CIA has tried to strip U'Os of
their prominence,” continued Spauld-
ing, who claims to have mfonmatlou
from former CIA personnel. “Tney
are doing strange things. For exam-
ple, we know of 50 CIA memos on the
use of the UFQ subject in psychologi-
cal warfare,” he said.

The U.S. government's last official
word on UFOs, the officially spon-
sored Robertson panel and the Con-

5\51[3 the con-
u
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Hynek. who acled as consultant to
the U.S. Afr Porce on its project
“Blue Book'—recording sizhtings of
UOs between 1932 and 1969—said
“Bine Book” was a mere “public-rela-
tions effort designed to debunk the
whole {hing.” Too many cascs came
up, said Hynek, “of military pilots
who told me they had theiv film con-
fiscated, were debriefed and told not
to teke it seriously or dx:cuss it fur
ther”

Yet more th:-m blaming
research, investigators here cited ridi-
cule as the most formidable obstacle.

Trench astrophysicist Jacques Val-

lee said that »\'hlle tracking sat ellites:

at the Paris observatory, a lengthy

-~ wos made of a novma ohject
Chet wos hG ::‘uh‘-\):e(l to be thaee”
coctaowacds” Vallee  sald, “thc

cut group desiroved the
nca“. 150 he said, we could not af-
have anyihing to do with
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govern-
-ments for the retarded state of their ;
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